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MEDIA RELEASE AND GRAPHIC
Olympic Torch Relay route revealed
Released: Monday March 19, 2012
The route that the Olympic Torch will take through Wolverhampton as it makes it way to London for the 2012 Olympic Games has been unveiled.

Wolverhampton has been chosen to be part of the Olympic Torch Relay on Saturday June 30, 2012, giving the city's residents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to welcome the Olympic Flame to the region.

People will be encouraged to line the streets of the city and take part in a series of special events which are taking place as the Torchbearers carry the Flame through the Black Country.

The six-and-a-half mile route through Wolverhampton, announced today (Monday March 19, 2012) by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG), will see the Flame arrive at the Wolverhampton boundary from the Walsall direction at approximately 2.40pm and travel towards the city centre along the A454 Willenhall Road. 

It will then join Horseley Fields before crossing the Ring Road, going briefly onto Bilston Street and turning right into Pipers Row. 

Passing the new bus station at around 3.20pm, the Flame will be carried onto Lichfield Street and then along Victoria Street and Salop Street before leaving the city centre via Ring Road St Marks and St Johns.

It will then join the A4123 Birmingham Road at its junction with Ring Road St Johns at around 3.40pm and will head south east along what becomes the Birmingham New Road towards Dudley, crossing the Wolverhampton city boundary just after 4.15pm.
Wolverhampton is one of more than 1,000 villages, towns and cities through which the Flame will be carried by 8,000 torchbearers.

Councillor Elias Mattu, Wolverhampton City Council's Cabinet Member for Leisure and Communities, said: "Over the years Wolverhampton has produced many sportsmen and women who have represented the city on the national and international stage, and it is fitting tribute to them and to Wolverhampton that the Olympic Torch will be coming to the city on June 30.

"Although the 2012 Olympics are based in London, it will truly be a national event for everyone in the country to celebrate. It's great that Wolverhampton will be playing its part, not only on the sporting field but also by welcoming the Olympic Torch procession to the city."

He added: “I would encourage people from all over Wolverhampton, not just those who live along the route, to join in what promises to be a huge party for the whole city.”

Sebastian Coe, Chair of LOCOG, said: “Today we bring the Olympic Torch Relay to life. The Flame symbolises the Olympic spirit and its journey around the UK will bring the excitement of the Games to our streets. 
“Now the people know the route the Olympic Flame will be carried along, they can start planning how they might celebrate and make it Wolverhampton’s moment to shine.”

David Moorcroft, West Midlands for 2012 Chair, added: "What fantastic news for the residents of Wolverhampton that they will have their opportunity to welcome the Olympic Flame on June 30.

“We encourage communities to start thinking now about how they will celebrate as the Olympic Torch Relay, a once in a lifetime experience for many of us, signals the approach of the London 2012 Olympic Games."

An average of 115 torchbearers a day will carry the Olympic Flame during its 8,000-mile, 70-day journey around the UK. The route starts at Land’s End on May 19, 2012 and ends at the Olympic Stadium on July 27, 2012, for the lighting of the cauldron at the Opening Ceremony, signifying the official start of the London 2012 Olympic Games. People can see an interactive map of the route at www.london2012.com/olympictorchrelaymap. 


To find out more about the visit of the Olympic Torch to Wolverhampton, please visit www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/olympics2012.
ENDS

Notes to editors: 

1/ A map showing the overall route and the route through the city centre, together with indicative timings (subject to change), accompanies this release.

2/ For more information or to arrange an interview please contact Paul Brown, Principal Communications Officer, on 01902 555497 or email paul.brown@wolverhampton.gov.uk. 

3/ The London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay is presented by Coca-Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.  

4/ The West Midlands for 2012 team is chaired by David Moorcroft and was set up to coordinate the region's response to London 2012 and maximise the opportunities London 2012 offers the region. The West Midlands for 2012 team brings together key representatives from each of the region's six sub regions and from business, sport, culture, tourism, education and skills, as well as disability interests and Government agencies.

5/ LOCOG has worked closely with representatives from a number of sectors in each Nation and Region of the UK to devise the route and is taking the Olympic Flame to within 10 miles of over 95% of the population.
6/ The Torchbearers confirmed to carry the Flame include those that were successful through the public nomination processes run by LOCOG and the Presenting Partners, Coca Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung. LOCOG has endeavoured to slot all community Torchbearers within an hour of their nomination address so family and friends can cheer them on. Each Torchbearer will wear a white and gold uniform which been designed by adidas.
7/ For more information on London 2012-related activity in the West Midlands, including the Olympic Torch Relay, visit www.wmfor2012.com. 

8/ As the longest standing Presenting Partner of the Olympic Torch Relay, Coca-Cola will be using its heritage and experience to spread excitement across the UK ahead of London 2012. Coca-Cola's national nomination campaign – Future Flames – has focused on finding inspirational young people from across the country to have the once in a lifetime opportunity to carry the Olympic Flame. This summer Coca-Cola will celebrate these Future Flames: young people who use their passions in areas like sport and physical activity, music and dance, and community and the environment; to spread happiness in their local communities. Find out more at: www.coca-cola.co.uk/olympic-games 
 
As the only National Presenting Partner of the London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay, Lloyds TSB will be taking the spirit and inspiration of the Olympic Flame right to the heart of communities across the UK.  As part of Lloyds Banking Group, Bank of Scotland will be the National Presenting Partner in Scotland.  Schools can be right at the heart of the celebrations through our Flame Followers programme, giving them access to free resources to get their pupils inspired and excited about the Olympic Torch Relay (schools can register at www.lloydstsb.com/flamefollowers). Customers can be the first to hear how they can follow the Olympic Flame, through our customer-exclusive programme Trackside. Find out more at www.lloydstsb.com/london2012
As a Presenting Partner of the London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay, Samsung aims to encourage everyone to be part of the London 2012 Torch Relay to make London 2012 ‘Everyone’s Olympic Games.’ We aspire to offer new and memorable experiences for everyone around the world. Samsung is providing 1,360 Torchbearers, who have “gone the extra mile” by contributing to the local communities, through its worldwide public nomination campaign. Samsung will support towns and cities to celebrate the exciting moment of the Torch Relay and help showcase Great Britain’s cultural landmarks to provide a more enjoyable experience to everyone. The evening celebrations that will be staged in 66 towns and cities throughout the Olympic Flame’s journey across the UK, will allow Samsung to entertain the community they are visiting. The Samsung caravan, complete with LED screen on the side showcasing runners and goodwill messages, will travel with Torchbearers around the UK cheering up everyone to celebrate the Torch Relay with music and interaction with local communities. It is Samsung’s ambition that London 2012 will be an event that reaches and involves more people than on any other Olympic Games occasion. To learn more about Samsung’s London 2012 Olympic programme, please visit www.samsung.com/london2012.

· Issued by Wolverhampton City Council’s News and Information Team.
· For more information, please call 01902 554076, 555497 or 551956.
· More news from Wolverhampton City Council is available at: 

· www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news
· www.twitter.com/wolvescouncil
· www.facebook.com/wolverhamptontoday

