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MEDIA RELEASE AND PHOTOGRAPH

Torchbearer speaks of pride at Olympic role

Released: Monday March 19, 2012

One of the chosen few who will carry the symbol of the London 2012 Olympic Games through Wolverhampton has spoken of his pride at being selected for the prestigious role.

Amandeep Uppal is one of the dozens of Torchbearers who will carry the Olympic Flame along the streets of the city on the afternoon of Saturday June 30, 2012.

The 20-year-old, of Ward Road, Wolverhampton, was nominated for the role by university friend Gurveena Johal for his tireless work for charitable and environmental causes and said: “It’s a fantastic opportunity and a massive honour for me to represent my home city.

“It was quite shocking to find out I had been nominated and at first I was a little overwhelmed and really didn’t know what to make of it because to play such a prominent role in such a historic event is an absolute privilege.
“But I’m delighted to be taking part and hopefully this allows other young individuals within the community to see me as a role model and in turn inspire them to do something similar and beneficial.”
Amandeep, who is studying Chemistry & Finance with Chinese at Keele University, overcame a confidence-shattering stammer to become a prominent youth member of the British Council. 
He now talks to audiences across the country about globalisation and was instrumental in establishing the Youth Renewable Energy Society, an organisation dedicated to spreading knowledge and discussion of renewable energy among young people.

A talented dancer, Amandeep introduced Chinese students and Government officials to the art of Bhangra while on a Culture and Business scholarship at university in Beijing in 2010. And he has put his sporting prowess to good use by raising £8,000 for a number of charities including the British Heart Foundation by completing 16 full and half-marathons despite suffering from ITB, a pain and inflammation of the knee.

For his next challenge, Amandeep is teaming up with Gurveena to raise £10,000 through an event they have called Challenge England. A year in the planning, it will see the pair tackle a 650-mile walk from Penzance to Berwick-upon-Tweed in just 25 days. The plan is to finish on June 27 – giving Amandeep just a day to recover before he takes on his Torchbearing duties. 
Amandeep said: “We’re hoping to raise as much as we can through Challenge England for slum children in India. We are very fortunate in this country and acquire so many privileges very readily yet there are so many people in the Third World who are suffering and we just want to do what we can to help them.”

In her nomination, Gurveena described Amandeep – who is also set to volunteer at the Olympic Stadium during the Games themselves – as an "ideal ambassador for our country". 

She went on to say his "humble and selfless nature inspires people to become the change they want to see in the world" and "instils the belief in all who meet him that ordinary people can indeed achieve extraordinary things".

Councillor Elias Mattu, Wolverhampton City Council's Cabinet Member for Leisure and Communities, said: "I am delighted that Amandeep has been chosen for this very important role.

“He is a truly inspiring individual whose selfless work for others sums up the spirit of the Olympic Games perfectly.”

The Olympic Flame arrives in the area from Walsall and will be carried through Wolverhampton via the A454 Willenhall Road and the city centre before leaving for Dudley along the A4123 Birmingham New Road.

Residents are being encouraged to line the streets to welcome the Flame and cheer the Torchbearers on their way with Wolverhampton City Council set to stage a host of events and activities along the route.

Details of the other Wolverhampton torchbearers, who will each carry the Flame for a distance of around 300m, are due to be unveiled by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) today (Monday March 19, 2012).
The Olympic Torch Relay will start at Land’s End on May 19, 2012, and travel an estimated 8,000 miles around the UK before arriving at the Olympic Stadium on July 27, 2012. People can see an interactive map of the route at www.london2012.com/olympictorchrelaymap. 

To find out more about the visit of the Olympic Torch to Wolverhampton, please log on to www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/olympics2012. 

To find out more and support  Amandeep’s Challenge England charity endeavour, please visit www.wechallengeengland.com. 

ENDS

Notes to editors: 

1/ A photograph accompanies this release. The caption is as follows: Torchbearer Amandeep Uppal and Wolverhampton City Council’s Cabinet Member for Leisure and Communities Councillor Elias Mattu prepare for the Olympic Torch Relay.
2/ Amandeep Uppal is available for interview and can be contacted on 07758 215908. For more information or to arrange an alternative interview please contact Paul Brown, Principal Communications Officer, on 01902 555497 or email paul.brown@wolverhampton.gov.uk. 

3/ The London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay is presented by Coca-Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.  

4/ The West Midlands for 2012 team is chaired by David Moorcroft and was set up to coordinate the region's response to London 2012 and maximise the opportunities London 2012 offers the region. The West Midlands for 2012 team brings together key representatives from each of the region's six sub regions and from business, sport, culture, tourism, education and skills, as well as disability interests and Government agencies.

5/ For more information on London 2012 related activity in the West Midlands, including the Olympic Torch Relay, visit www.wmfor2012.com. 

· Issued by Wolverhampton City Council’s News and Information Team.

· For more information, please call 01902 554076, 555497 or 551956.

· More news from Wolverhampton City Council is available at: 

· www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news
· www.twitter.com/wolvescouncil
· www.facebook.com/wolverhamptontoday
